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PRIESTHOOD 

MEANS 

SERVICE 


THIS  month  marks  the  anniversary  of  one  of  the  greatest  events  that 
has  ever  taken  place  on  this  earth— the  restoration  of  the  Melcnizedek 
Priesthood.  The  significance  of  this  event  is  marked  by  the  fact  that  it 
was  only  after  the  Holy  Priesthood  was  restored  that  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  could  be  organized. 

Wilford  Woodruff  said  of  the  Priesthood  : 

"The  Holy  Priesthood  is  the  channel  through  which  God  communicates 
and  deals  with  man  upon  the  earth;  and  the  heavenly  messengers  that 
have  visited  the  earth  to  communicate  with  man  are  men  who  helJ  and 
honoured  the  priesthood  while  in  the  flesh;  and  everything  that  God  has 
caused  to  be  done  for  the  salvation  of  man,  from  the  coming  of  man 
upon  the  earth  to  the  redemption  of  the  world,  has  been  and  will  be  by 
virtue  of  the  everlasting  priesthood."  (MS  2  :    39,  May  1841) 

Our  Eternal  Father  has  been  so  kind  to  us  to  allow  His  sons  to  hold 
this  sacred  authority  and,  for  that  matter,  to  allow  His  daughters  the  oppor- 
tunity of  sharing  the  blessings  of  the  Priesthood. 

When  one  is  ordained  to  the  Priesthood,  he  accepts  the  responsibilities 
that  come  to  a  servant  of  God. 

Priesthood  means  service  with  charity  —  which  is  the  pure  love  of 
Christ.  Through  service  in  the  priesthood  one  finds  happiness  and  joy.  This 
may  be  accomplished  in  many  ways.  When  an  elder  is  called  out  to  ad- 
minister to  the  sick,  he  finds  happiness  through  the  exercising  of  his  priest- 
hood. When  a  priest  baptises  someone,  he  finds  happiness.  When  a  deacon 
passes  the  sacrament,  he  too,  finds  joy.  And  when  a  Home  Teacher,  acting 
in  the  authority  of  the  priesthood,  blesses  a  family  he  finds  unspeakable 
joy.  Happiness  is  indeed  a  by-product  of  service. 

The  Priesthood  will  protect  us  if  we  honour  it.  It  is  not  to  be  treated 
as  a  coat  to  be  taken  off  and  put  on  again.  To  be  vital  in  our  lives,  it  has 
to  be  used  in  a  righteous  manner.  I  would  like  to  quote  from  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  Section  121  on  what  the  Lord  says  regarding  the  virtue  of 
the  Priesthood. 

"Let  thy  bowels  also  be  full  of  charity  towards  all  men,  and  to  the 
household  of  faith,  and  let  virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts  unceasingly;  then 
shall  thy  confidence  wax  strong  in  the  presence  of  God;  and  the  doctrine 
of  the  Priesthood  shall  distill  upon  thy  soul  as  the  dews  from  heaven. 

"The  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  thy  constant  companion,  and  thy  scepter  an 
unchanging  scepter  of  righteousness  and  truth;  and  thy  dominion  shall 
be  an  everlasting  dominion,  and  without  compulsory  means  it  shall  flow 
unto  thee  forever  and  ever." 

Honouring  the  Priesthood  brings  us  nearer  to  our  Father  in  Heaven. 
This  nearness  brings  strength  to  the  Priesthood  bearer  and  those  who  sup- 
port him.  May  we  as  Priesthood  bearers  keep  the  high  standards  of  the 
Church  so  that  this  nearness  shall  be  our  blessing,  is  my  prayer. 

— President  J.  Golden  Snow 
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EDITORIAL 

EAST  RAND  TRAGEDY 

History  Repeats  Itself 

MOST  of  the  others  had  already  left  the  city.  Only  the  sick,  poor,  and 
aged  were  left  behind.  Plans  had  been  made  to  see  that  they  too, 
would  be  able  to  join  the  rest  of  their  people  across  the  river.  However,  the 
powers  of  evil  would  not  be  satisfied  with  just  "driving  them  out." 

On  the  17th  of  September  mob  forces  stormed  the  city  of  Nauvoo — 
Nauvoo,  the  city  beautiful.  In  complete  violation  of  treaties  and  agree- 
ments made  by  the  mobs  to  allow  the  Saints  to  leave  the  city  in  peace,  the 
mobocrats  ravaged  the  city  plundering  with  incinerant  madness  as  they 
went. 

Historians  record : 

Immediately  they  (the  mobs)  commenced  to  drive  the  Saints  from  the 
city  and  treated  some  of  the  men  in  a  most  brutal  manner.  They  com- 
menced their  diabolical  deeds  by  searching  the  wagons  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  waiting  to  be  ferried  across,  and  ransacked  their  contents  taking  all 
firearms  and  scattering  the  goods  over  the  ground.  Families  of  the  poor 
were  ordered  from  the  city  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  sick  were 
sorely  abused,  and  even  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  burying  of  their 
dead  were  molested.  They  entered  the  temple,  ascended  the  tower  and 
rung  the  bell,  shouting  and  yelling,  giving  vent  to  filthy  oaths  in  a  fiendish 
manner.  They  plundered  the  homes  of  the  people,  irrespective  of  whether 
they  were  members  of  the  Church  or  not  .  .  .  With  such  inhuman  treat- 
ment, the  members  of  the  Church  remaining  in  Nauvoo,  were  forced  across 
the  Mississippi  River  in  their  poverty  and  distress.  Their  condition  was 
pitiable,  but  it  could  not  move  the  hearts  of  the  mobs  of  Illinois.  These 
outcasts  camped  on  the  bank  of  the  river  for  several  days,  where  the  Lord 
in  his  mercy  fed  them,  as  he  did  the  children  of  Israel,  with  a  supply  of 
quails,  until  help  arrived  from  the  camps  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness.  As  soon 
as  they  could  leave  they  bid  farewell  to  the  inhospitable  boundaries  of 
"civilization"  and  took  up  their  journey  toward  the  west,  there  to  build 
a  city  of  refuge,  and  find  a  haven  of  rest  among  the  more  tender-hearted 
savages  of  the  desert.  (x) 

As  the  Saints  watched  from  across  the  river,  they  saw  their  beautiful 
city  go  up  in  smoke  and  their  newly  completed  temple  desecrated.  When 
the  group  finally  did  join  the  others  they  were  received  with  thanksgiving. 

President  Brigham  Young  said  of  those  who  had  been  driven  from 
Nauvoo  that  he  doubted  if  there  had  ever  been  a  body  of  people,  since  the 
days  of  Enoch,  who  had  done  so  little  grumbling  under  such  unpleasant 
circumstances.     (2) 

Mormons  have  always  faced  hardships  with  cheerfulness.  Indeed,  the 
pages  of  history  exemplify  one  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  Latter 
Day  Saints  —  God's  people  know  how  to  "start  again."  Hardships  of  the 
gravest  nature  have  been  laid  at  their  feet  and  every  time  they  have  turned 
them  into  blessings.  They  have  created  cities  out  of  swamps  and  deserts, 
have  erected  temples  in  their  poverty,  and  have  seen  the  windows  of 
heaven  open  for  them. 

A  phenomenon  peculiar  to  Mormonism  has  taken  place  on  the  East 
Rand.  Recently  many  of  the  Saints  there,  stood  helplessly  by  as  their  newly 
completed  chapel  went  up  in  smoke.  Grief-stricken  and  heart-broken  the 
East  Rand  Saints  later  gathered  at  their  chapel  to  view  the  charred  remains 
of  the  building.  Although  they  were  shocked  at  the  tragedy,  there  began 
to  burn  within  them  the  desire  to  "start  again". 
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The  fire  took  place  on  Tuesday  night  and  on  Sunday  the  branch  was 
meeting  in  the  freshly  painted  Junior  Sunday  School  and  a  completely 
renovated  classroom  wing.  Saturday  of  that  week  the  members  rolled  up 
their  sleeves  and  started  cleaning  and  painting.  Their  industry  and  drive 
to  get  the  chapel  back  "like  it  was"  even  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Benoni  press.  . 

History  is  repeating  itself.  Mormons  once  again  faced  with  hardship 
are  meeting  the  challenge  head  on  and  are  turning  it  into  a  blessing.  As 
one  member  of  the  East  Rand  Branch  said  in  his  testimony  on  the  Sunday 
after  the  fire,  "They  could  burn  down  all  our  chapels  and  it  wouldn't 
shake  my  testimony."  .  „ 

The  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  editorially  commends 
the  members  of  the  East  Rand  Branch  for  their  increased  Spirituality,  re- 
newed devotion,  and  determined  will  to  "start  again." 

1     Joseph  Fielding  Smith;  Essentials  in  Church  History;  Desert  News  Press. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1950;  P.  420. 
-     Ibid,  p:  405. 


EAST  RAND  REPLIES 


How  We  Feel  About 
The  Fire 


Reported  by  Lucy  Carr 


TT  is  with  mixed  feelings  that  the 
-■-  members  of  the  East  Rand 
Branch  report  the  destruction  of 
their  chapel  and  culture  hall  by 
fire,  in  the  early  hours  of  Wednes- 
day the  28th  of  April. 

The  feelings  of  the  members  are 
very  well  expressed  in  the  views  of 
the  branch  leaders: 

Branch  President:  "I  can  but  ask, 
why?" 

First  Counsellor:  "It  has  been  a 
tremendous  loss.  The  Chapel  has 
become  a  part  of  us.  We  have  work- 
ed so  hard  for  so  long  and  to  see  it 
all  go  up  in  smoke  is  rather  hard, 
but  yet,  I  see  in  it  a  challenge.  It 
is  like  a  staircase.  You  climb  a 
flight  and  stop  for  a  bit  of  breath 
on  the  first  landing  before  you 
carry  on.  This  has  been  our  first 
flight.  We  have  paused  for  breath 
and  now  we  are  going  to  climb  the 
second  flight  with  renewed  energy. 
Personally  my  faith  is  very  strong, 
and  I  am  very  pleased  at  the  way  in 
which  the  members  stand  together 
and  as  "one"  have  started  cleaning 
and    painting    straight   away." 


Second  Counsellor:  ,.Dit  was  'n 
vreeslike  skok.  'n  Mens  was  tot  trane 
gedwing  om  te  sien  hoe  al  jou 
handearbeid  van  so  lank,  in  asse 
gele  word  deur  'n  verterende  vuur. 
Nogtans,  na  die  bemoedigende 
woorde  van  president  Snow  Woens- 
dagoggend,  is  ons  vertroue  weer 
versterk.  Persoonlik  is  my  getuie 
hierdeur  baie  versterk.  Saam  met 
my  president  en  mede-broers  en 
susters  gaan  ons  dit  herbou  tot  die 
pragtige  huis  van  aanbidding  wat 
dit  was." 

The  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
dant:  "This  had  indeed  been  a  very 
sad  loss,  I  believe  the  Lord  let  it 
happen  for  a  reason." 

MIA  President:  "Although  I  do 
not  know  the  reason  for  it  I  feel  a 
lot  of  good  is  going  to  come  of  it. 
It  has  sparked  an  inquiry  as  to  who 
we  are  and  what  we  do.  It  has  also 
brought  to  light  the  resources  of  the 
Church — the  determination  to  carry' 
on — the  concern  over  our  welfare 
here  in  the  East  Rand." 

(Continued  on  page  149) 
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PRIESTHOOD  COMMEMORATION 

MY  RESPONSIBILITY 
TO   MY  FAMILY 

by  President  C.  Kenneth  Powrie 

THAT  great,  learned,  inspired  man  Orson  Pratt,  stated: 
"The   Priesthood   of   God   is   the  great  supreme,   legal   authority 
that  governs  the  inhabitants  of  all  redeemed  and  glorified  worlds. 
In  it  is  included  all   power  to  create  worlds  .  .  .  It  is  that  au- 
thority that  reveals  laws  for  the  government  of  intelligent  beings — 
that  rewards  the  obedient  and  punishes  the  disobedient  —  that 
ordains    principalities,    powers    and    kingdoms    to    carry    out    its 
righteous   administrations    throughout   all    dominions." 
This  statement  causes  us  to  lift  our  thoughts  even  higher  than  the 
rather  more  familiar  Priesthood  concept  of  the  "chosen  generation",  "the 
royal  priesthood",  "the  elect  of  God"  —  those  who  have  the  divine  power 
to  lead,  to  serve,  to  bless  and  to  teach. 

In  catching  a  vision,  however,  of  the  eternal  nature  and  destiny  of  the 
Holy  Priesthood,  we  who  have  had  this  power  and  authority  conferred 
upon  us,  should  meditate  in  all  seriousness  upon  the  fact  that  we  —  you 
and  I  —  hold  this  very  same  power  in  our  hearts  and  hands,  to  use,  and 
thus  to  understand,  paradoxically,  only  by  persuasion,  by  long-suffering, 
by  gentleness,  meekness  and  kindness. 

Whilst  my  ultimate  destiny  is  eternal,  to  create  worlds  and  to  govern 
by  this  great  supreme,  legal  authority  spoken  of  by  Elder  Pratt,  my  imme- 
diate destiny  is  to  create  a  little  world  called  Home,  to  learn  to  govern 
the  intelligent  beings  of  my  family  by  this  same  supreme,  legal  authority 
and  this,  only  by  persuasion,  by  long-suffering,  by  gentleness,  meekness, 
kindness  and  love  unfeigned.  This  is  my  responsibility  to  my  family  as  a 
holder  of  this  Holy  Melchizedek  Priesthood,  for  how  shall  my  Eternal 
Father  be  permitted  to  say,  "thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I 
will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things",  if  I  have  not  demonstrated  my 
ability  to  fulfill  my  first  divine,  patriarchal  call,  which  is  to  merit  the 
love  and  respect  of  my  family  by  being  their  righteous  leader,  servant  and 
teacher;  to  redeem  and  glorify  my  own  world,  my  Home? 

MY  FATHER'S  PRIESTHOOD 

by  Colin  Corbett 

rpHE  Melchizedek  Priesthood  is  the  name  of  the  Priesthood  of  God. 
-*-  David  said  in  Psalm  110,  "The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord  .  .  .  Thou  art 
a  Priest  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek." 

The  Priesthood  has  not  always  been  named  after  Melchizedek.  Before 
this  time  it  was  known  as  "The  Holy  Priesthood,  after  the  Order  of  the 
Son  of  God."  But,  because  they  did  not  wish  to  use  the  Lord's  name  too 
often,  they  changed  it  to  Melchizedek.  Melchizedek  was  the  King  of  Salem 
and  also  a  great  High  Priest. 

The  Priesthood  was  on  the  earth  before  this  time.  It  started  with 
Adam,  who  had  it  from  the  time  of  the  creation  of  the  earth.  He  had 
authority  over  every  living  creature. 

God,  having  the  Priesthood,  gave  it  to  Adam.  The  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  said,  "The  Priesthood  is  an  everlasting  principle  and  existed  with 
God  from  eternity  .  .  ." 

Although  the  Holy  Priesthood  was  taken  off  the  earth  with  Moses, 
God   ordained   Prophets  himself  when  he  needed  them. 
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When  Jesus  Christ  came  to  the  earth  the  Holy  Priesthood  was  brought 
back  and  when  our  Lord  ascended  into  Heaven  it  was  left  in  the  hands 
of  Peter,  James  and  John.  They  gave  the  Priesthood  to  Joseph  Smith  in 
this  dispensation.  When  the  Church  was  established,  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  having  the  authority,  ordained  other  men  to  the  Priesthood.  All 
men  having  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  can  trace  their  lineage  back  to 
our  Lord  through  Joseph  Smith,  Peter,  James  and  John. 

I  have  a  testimony  of  the  power  of  the  Priesthood.  From  the  time  my 
father  received  the  Priesthood  our  home  has  been  blessed  with  uncountable 
blessings.  We  have  had  the  great  privilege  of  going  to  the  London  Temple 
and  being  sealed  for  time  and  all  eternity.  Having  the  Priesthood  at  the 
head  of  the  home  we  have  had  guidance  at  all  times.  We  have  also  ex- 
perienced  the  healing   power  of  the   Priesthood   in  our  home. 

THE  PRIESTHOOD  IN  OUR  HOME 

by  P.  Anne  Robinson 

GOD'S  Kingdom  operates  according  to  certain  laws  and  covenants,  and 
one  of  the  most  important  covenants  is  the  Priesthood.  This  gives  the 
father  in  the  home  a  right  to  preside  over  his  family. 

Dad  is  the  patriarch  in  our  home;  he  is  the  "head"  and  Mother  the 
"heart",  and  to  make  a  perfect  family  the  head  and  the  heart  must  work 
together. 

The  greatest  effect  that  Dad  has  in  our  home  is  that  of  teaching.  He 
has  the  ability  to  teach  and  guide  us.  Often  I  think  how  dull  life  would 
be  if  we  always  know  all  the  answers,  but  because  we  are  all  working 
towards  perfection,  a  Priesthood  holder  has  been  placed  in  each  Latter-Day 
Saint  home  to  teach  his  family. 

The  greatest  teaching  aid  that  I  have  been  taught  is  to  set  goals  and 
aims  in  life.  It  is  an  accomplishment  when  these  goals  have  been  attained. 

Dad  sets  the  example  and  we  follow  it.  It  is  truly  a  wonderful  blessing 
that  we  have  a  man  with  this  authority  living  in  the  home  right  with  us  — 
a  man  who,  in  times  of  doubt  can  offer  advice  and,  when  any  of  the 
family  is  ill,  can  use  his  authority  by  administering  to  the  afflicted  one; 
a  man  who  can  bless  his  daughter  with  a  special  blessing  after  baptism. 
This  to  the  family  is  a  rare  and  precious  moment. 

Father  is  our  guiding  light  through  life.  He  counsels  and  advises  on 
family  matters,  and  it  is  good  to  know  that  his  judgment  is  honest  and 
his  choice  wise. 

Through  the  Priesthood  many  blessings  are  received  and  these  too 
are  shared  and  enjoyed  by  living  the  Gospel. 

As  was  spoken  by  a  wise  man,  "Zion  is  built  of  perfected  family 
circles",  but  what  would  home  be  like  without  the  great  effect  of  all  — 
the  Priesthood. 

As  a  young  girl  the  question  may  be  asked  "Why  do  I  hope  my 
future  companion  will  be  one  who  honours  and  upholds  the  Priesthood". 

Think  how  distressing  it  would  be  if  we  could  only  be  married  for 
time  when  we  as  Latter-Day  Saints  know  that  marriage  is  ordained  of 
God  and  that  we  should  be  married  in  the  temple.  Think  of  when  the 
children  are  sick  and  the  father  is  not  qualified  to  give  a  blessing;  or  think 
of  a  father  who  cannot  give  words  of  advice  to  growing  teenagers.  Think 
of  a  man  who  cannot  even  ordain  his  son  to  the  Priesthood  and  set  the 
example  of  a  worthy  Priesthood  holder.  All  this  because  he  himself,  whose 
authority  lies  dormant,  does  not  honour  the  Priesthood.  He  is  no  longer 
an  example  to  follow,  nor  a   patriarch  in  the  home. 

To  be  married  for  time  and  all  eternity  to  one  of  the  sons  of  God 
bearing  the  Priesthood  and  who  honours  it,  is  what  I  pray  for  each  young 
Latter-Day  Saint  girl. 
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OUR  HOME  EVENINGS - 

A  PRIESTHOOD  BLESSING 

by  Rose  Calteaux  (Counselor  Mission  Relief  Society) 

WHAT  a  wonderful  innovation  in  our  lives  is  the  Family  Home  Even- 
ing Programme! 

Although  discussions  on  the  gospel  are  frequently  held  in  our  family 
circle  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Family  Home  Evening  Programme  held 
regularly  once  every  week  has  considerably  enhanced  the  spirituality  of 
our  home  and  has  therefore  come  to  stay  —  as  far  as  we  are  concerned. 
Wednesday  evenings  are  eagerly  anticipated,  and  the  children  would  feel 
"let-down"  if  any  untoward  circumstance  should  interfere  with  the  holding 
of  this  spiritual  family  get-together. 

As  a  mother,  I  cannot  fail  to  observe  that  the  children  pray  better 
and  more  often,  having,  as  they  assure  me,  a  better  knowledge  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  and  their  very  special  relationship  to  Him.  With  gratifi- 
cation I  observe  that  they  show  more  respect  for  one  another  and  a  greater 
awareness  of  their  own  faults.  Already  there  are  signs  that  squabbles  give 
way  to  love  and  compomise.  As  you  know,  this  change  of  heart  —  this 
"putting  on  the  new  man"  —  stems  from  the  most  enjoyable  lessons  in 
the  prescribed  manual. 

We  are  taught  that  a  nation  can  be  no  better  than  the  families  that 
comprise  it.  How  wonderful  it  would  be  if  this  inspired  programme  could 
be  introduced  to  every  home  in  this  delightful  country  of  ours!  I  would 
that  all  mothers  and  wives  everywhere  could  find  the  peace  of  mind  and 
contentment  which  is  mine. 

As  we  know,  Heaven  is  a  continuation  of  the  home.  Surely  the  Latter- 
Day  Saint  home  is  a  little  bit  of  Heaven.  My  heart  has  glowed  when  my 
children  have  told  me  that  they  have  felt  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
more  strongly  during  Family  Home  Evening  than  at  any  other  time,  and 
my  husband  and  I  have  felt  more  than  gratified  when  assured  by  our 
eldest  daughter,  who  is  shortly  to  be  married,  that  she  will  always  cherish 
the  memories  of  the  family  evenings  in  which  she  has  participated. 

How  grateful  I  am  to  my  Heavenly  Father  for  my  family  and  my 
home  and  for  the  direction  of  the  Lord's  Holy  Priesthood,  for  the  happi- 
ness and  tranquility  which  is  the  reward  of  those  who  accept  the  Church's 
inspired  guidance. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY 
SISTERS  HOLD  FIRST  CONVENTION 

RELIEF  Society  Sisters  from  all  parts  of  the  Transvaal  gathered  on 
Saturday  the  22nd  of  May,  1965  to  attend  their  Relief  Society  Con- 
vention. The  event  which  was  held  at  the  Ramah  Chapel  in  Johannesburg 
was  under  the  direction  of  the  Mission  Relief  Society  Presidency. 

The    convention    consisted    of   two    sessions   and    a   banquet. 

The  first  session,  which  Sister  Rose  Calteaux  conducted,  was  held  for 
the  officers  and  teachers  at  3  p.m.  This  session  was  highlighted  by  a 
play  illustrating  Visiting  Teaching  which  was  presented  by  the  Springs 
Branch.  Officers  and  teachers  then  separated  for  departmental  work  with 
the  Mission  and  District  leaders. 
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The  second  session  took  the  form  of  a  general  meeting.  Sister  Eunice 
Snow,  the  wife  of  the  Mission  President,  presided  and  Sister  Anne  de  Wet, 
the  Mission  Relief  Society  President,  conducted.  This  session  was  high- 
lighted by  a  vocal  solo  from  Sister  Christine  du  Plessis  from  Pretoria,  and 
the  presentation  of  100%  visiting  teaching  awards  to  the  various  sisters. 

Addressing  the  session  were  Elder  Smit,  Sister  Anna  de  Wet,  Sister 
Eunice  Snow,  President  C.  Kenneth  Powrie,  and  President  J.  Golden  Snow. 

A  capacity  crowd  filled  the  tables  in  the  Cultural  Hall  as  dinner  was 
served  at  8  p.m.  Young  people  from  the  MIA  waited  on  the  tables  and 
helped  in  the  serving  of  the  meal  which  was  prepared  by  a  hard  working 
crew  of  Sisters  in  the  kitchen. 

After  dinner  entertainment  took  the  form  of  two  plays.  A  literature 
play  was  presented  by  the  Pretoria  Branch,  and  a  theology  play  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Krugersdorp  Branch.  During  the  scene  changes  a  musical 
number  was  presented  by  Annamarie  de  Wet. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  left  their  convention  tired  after  a  long  day, 
but  apparently  enthused  about  the  coming  Relef  Society  year. 


HOW   WE   FEEL  ABOUT  THE   FIRE   (Continued   from   page    145) 


Relief  Society  President:  "I  am 
still  at  a  loss  for  words  and  very 
sad  to  see  that  so  much  beauty  has 
been  destroyed.  I  am  just  very 
thankful  that  no  lives  have  been 
lost.  I  feel  too  that  we  must  not 
look  back  but  take  what  comes  our 
way  with  strength  and  courage  and 
do  the  best  we  can  with  it.  I  was 
very  touched  by  the  way  that  every- 
body flocked  to  the  Chapel  to  help 
clean  it  up  for  Sunday's  Services. 
T  have  been  impressed  too,  by  the 
number  of  gentiles  coming  along  to 
express    their    sympathy." 

Primary  President:  "To  say  that 
I  am  heartbroken  just  sums  it  up. 
Yet  when  anybody  tries  to  do  any- 
thing against   the   church    it   makes 


my  testimony  stronger.  Although  it 
is  something  I  will  never  forget  I 
feel  that  it  will  have  its  compensa- 
tions. I  think  that  the  Chapel  will 
from  now  on  be  fully  appreciated  by 
all  the  members." 

Although  it  has  been  a  very  hard 
blow  to  the  members  we  can  gather 
from  their  reactions  that  they  are 
all  determined  to  work  even  har- 
der than  they  did  before  to  help  the 
Kingdom  of  God  roll  forth. 

The  East  Rand  Branch  wishes  to 
thank  all  those  who  have  been  of 
so  much  help  to  us  during  these  try- 
ing times.  May  God  bless  us  all  that 
we  may  all  be  true  to  the  faith,  no 
matter  what  comes  our  way,  is  the 
prayer  of  the  East  Rand  Branch. 


p, 

'ay    always  .  .  . 

that  you  may  come 

off 

conqueror; 

that 

you 

may  conquer  Satan, 

and  that  you  m 

ay  escape 

the  hands  of  the  servants 

of  Satan  that  do 

up- 

hold  his  work. 
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Copperbelt  Chapel  Opening 
makes  Church   History 


Copperbelt  Chapel  Opening  Make 
Church  History  Kitwe,  Zambia — 
Erected  less  than  thirty  miles 
from  the  Congo  Border,  the  Cop- 
perbelt Branch  Chapel  was  official- 
ly opened  on  May  16,  1965. 

The  opening  of  the  Chapel  made 
Church  History,  not  only  that  it  is 
the  first  Mormon  Chapel  to  be 
opened  in  the  newly  independent 
Republic  of  Zambia,  but  also  that 
it  is  the  first  such  Chapel  to  be 
erected  in  a  state  governed  by  Afri- 
cans. 

President  and  Sister  J.  Golden 
Snow  made  the  1,400  mile  journey 
from  mission  headquarters  by  auto- 
mobile to  preside  at  the  opening. 
They  were  accompanied  by  Elder  C. 
Cleve  Hale,  the  Assistant  to  the 
President  and  Elder  Roger  B. 
Moore,  the  Mission  Publications 
Director. 

Mission  Authorities  were  not  the 
only  ones  who  travelled  long  dis- 
tances to  attend  the  opening.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Copperbelt  Branch 
travelled  from  all  parts  of  Zambia 
to  attend.  Brother  and  Sister  Lar- 
sen,  who  are  stationed  in  Zambia 
with  the  American  Embassy,  drove 
280  miles  from  their  home  in 
Lusaka  to  be  present. 

President  Leonard  Clarke,  the 
Branch  President,  remarked  that 
travelling  long  distances  was  not  an 
uncommon  thing  for  the  members  of 
his  branch.  Less  than  25%  of  the 
membership  of  the  branch  live  in 
Kitwe  where  the  chapel  is  located. 
The  rest  travel  upwards  to  100  miles 
to  attend  services  each  Sunday! 
"Such  devotion,"  President  Clarke 
commented,  "is  highly  irregular  in 
the  modern  christian  world." 

Civic  and  professional  leaders 
from  the  communities  which  the 
Chapel  serves  attended  the  opening. 
Books  of  Mormon  were  presented 
to    each    non-member    familv    that 


attended.  The  only  two  missionaries 
labouring  in  Zambia,  Elder  Glen 
R.  Richardson  and  Elder  Gail  C. 
Uzelac,  reported  that  over  20  Books 
of  Mormon  were  accepted  by  non- 
member  families.  Appointments  were 
made  with  interested  visitors,  and 
the  missionaries  are  preparing  to 
call  on  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
Branch  is  located  so  far  from 
Church  Headquarters,  the  chapel 
was  filled  with  well-wishers,  most  of 
whom  were  not  members  of 
the  Church.  President  Snow  express- 
ed satisfaction  at  the  large  turnout 
of  the  friends  of  the  members. 

Among  the  visitors  was  the  archi- 
tect of  the  building.  Speaking  at  the 
opening  service,  he  commented  that 
the  building  was  designed  with  a 
"fresh  new  approach"  to  church 
building  in  order  to  compliment 
and  reflect  the  Church's  "fresh  new 
approach  to   Christianity." 

The  chapel  itself  is  a  modern 
structure  with  a  high-pitched,  glass- 
domed  roof.  It  is  built  of  light 
brown  brick  with  complementing 
white  trimmings,  (see  photo  on 
cover)  It  is  situated  in  what  will  be 
a  sunken,  garden.  (This  is  the  rea- 
son the  classroom  wing  on  the  cover 
photo  appears  to  be  somewhat  short 
in  height)  The  crowning  feature  of 
the  chapel  is  the  large  stain  glass 
window  which  stands  behind  the 
rostrum.  The  interior  of  the  build- 
ing has  been  acclaimed  as  one  of 
the  loveliest  in  the  mission. 

The  building  is  situated  in  an 
exclusive  suburb  in  Kitwe.  It  is 
fast  becoming  a  landmark  to  the 
citizenry. 

In  his  remarks  at  the  opening. 
President  Snow  stated:  "The  erec- 
tion of  this  chapel  is  part  of  the 
fulfillment  of  the  Saviour's  utte- 
rance that  the  Gospel  would  be 
preached  in  every  nation." 
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INTERIOR  OF  THE  COPPERBELT  CHAPEL 


SAINTS    ENJOY   BUSY   WEEKEND 


/COPPERBELT  Saints  started  their  weekend  off  by  attending  an  officers' 
^  meeting  on  Saturday  afternoon.  After  the  meeting  refreshments  were 
served  by  the  Relief  Society.  The  saints  then  gathered  one  by  one  in  the 
chapel  where  a  spontaneous  song  fest  transpired  —  what  started  out  to 
be  a  few  members  humming  some  hymns  ended  up  as  a  full  fledged  Song 
Festival. 

On  Sunday  morning  a  Priesthood  meeting  was  held.  The  Priesthood 
members  were  given  instructions  in  hov  to  use  their  building  as  an  effec- 
tive "member  missionary"  tool.  The  Share  the  Gospel  programme  was 
emphasized  by  President  Snow  as  he  concluded  the  Priesthood  meeting. 

Testimonies  were  borne  by  members  who  attended  the  10.30  testimony 
meeting.  Each  one  who  bore  testimony  witnessed  that  the  sacrifices  and 
efforts  made  in  erecting  the  chapel  were  well  worth  it. 

Lunch  was  served  by  the  Relief  Society  following  the  Testimony 
Meeting.  Soon  after  lunch  the  guests  began  to  arrive  for  the  opening 
service.  They  were  welcomed  and  shown  about  the  chapel  by  members  and 
missionaries. 

The  Opening  Service  began  at  2.30  and  was  highlighted  by  outstanding 
musical  renditions.  Providing  the  music  were  the  Relief  Society  Singing 
Mothers;  Brother  McTavish,  and  a  young  boy  soprano  from  Chingola. 
The  final  address  was  given  by  President  J.  Golden  Snow  in  which  he 
expressed  the  feelings  of  the  Saints  throughout  the  mission,  in  compli- 
menting the  Saints  of  the  Copperbelt  on  their  accomplishment. 

Supper  was  served  by  the  Relief  Society.  And  as  the  Copperbelt 
Mormons  began  their  journey  to  their  homes,  they  were,  from  all  reports, 
spiritually  strengthened  and  justly  proud  of  their  new  chapel,  then  sil- 
houetted by  a  radiant  Zambian  sunset. 
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CARLETONVILLE 
opens 

CHAPEL 


OIXTH  on  the  Transvaal  District's 
^  list  of  church  buildings,  the 
Carletonville  Chapel  opened  its 
doors  to  the  public  at  its  official 
opening  service  which  was  held  on 
Sunday  evening  May  23,   1965. 

The  opening  service  drew  mem- 
bers of  the  church  as  well  as  non- 
member  friends  from  near-by  Trans- 
vaal communities.  Attendance  was 
somewhat  limited  because  of  the 
limited  amount  of  space  in  the 
chapel.  Realizing  this,  many  friends 
from  other  branches  chose  not  to 
burden  the  tiny  branch  with  more 
people  than  they  could  possibly 
handle  but  instead  sent  their  greet- 
ings and  wishes  with  those  who  did 
attend. 

Mission,  District,  and  Branch 
authorities  were  on  hand  at  the 
opening.  Mission  President  and 
Sister  J.  Golden  Snow  presided  for 
their  second  straight  week  at  a 
chapel  opening — the  week  previous 
they  presided  at  the  opening  of  the 
Copperbelt  Chapel. 

Other  mission  authorities  includ- 
ed: President  Daniel  A.  W.  Cherret, 
first  counsellor  to  President  Snow; 
and  Elder  Calvin  Cleve  Hale,  the 
Assistant  to  the  Mission  President. 
President  C.  Kenneth  Powrie  of  the 
Transvaal  District  and  President  C. 
Lionel  Bibb  of  the  Krugersdorp 
Branch  were  also  in  attendance. 

Speakers  for  the  evening  in- 
cluded: President  Leon  R.  Alexan- 
der, Nicholas  H.  van  Staden.  G.  J. 
Ben  de  Wet.  Johannes  H.  L.  Smit. 
President  C.  Lionel  Bibb.  Peter  Vel- 
leman.  President  C.  Kenneth  Pow- 
rie, President  Derek  C.  Benington. 
President  Daniel  A.  W.  Cherret,  and 
President  J.  Golden  Snow. 

Music  for  the  opening  service  was 
provided    by    members    from     the 


Krugersdorp  Branch.  A  rendition  by 
the  Krugersdorp  Mixed  Quartette 
and  a  vocal  solo  by  Elaine  Strydom 
were  featured  on  the  programme. 
The  mixed  Quartette  turned  out  to 
be  a  double  mixed  quartette  because, 
as  President  Bibb  stated,  many  of 
the  Branch  members  were  coming 
down  with  colds  so  they  rehearsed 
eight  just  to  insure  that  there  would 
be  a  quartette.  When  Sunday  came 
all  eight  singers  were  healthy  and 
ready  to  go.  so  as  President  Bibb 
stated,   "we  brought  them  all." 

After  Sister  Strydom  had  rendered 
her  moving  rendition  of  "Bless 
This  House,"  President  Snow  con- 
cluded the  service  with  an  address 
in  which  he  commended  the  archi- 
tect, the  builder,  and  the  branch 
members  for  "catching  the  vision  of 
what  the  house  of  the  Lord  should 
be." 

President  Snow  finished  his  re- 
marks with  a  prayer.  He  said:  "Deep 
in  my  heart  is  this  prayer.  Heavenly 
Father  especially  bless  and  pre- 
serve this  chapel  from  the  elements 
of  destruction,  and  please  let  thy 
spirit  be  here  so  that  any  person 
who  comes  through  the  door  will 
acknowledge  thee  as  the  Eternal 
Father   of   men." 

After  the  service  the  guests  were 
served  refreshments  by  the  Carleton- 
ville Relief  Society  Sisters.  The  re- 
freshments were  received  in.  a  typi- 
cal "South  African  Mormon  style," 
that  is,  they  were  heartily  partaken 
of! 

As  one  member  remarked,  with 
a  new  chapel  and  with  a  new  branch 
president  and  a  newly  independant 
branch,  Sunday  the  23rd  of  May 
indeed  marked  the  beginning  of  a 
New  Era  for  the  Church  in  Carlton- 
ville. 
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Branch    Designs    Chapel    For    Growth 

j"  OCATED  on  one  of  the  main  roads  into  Carletonville,  the  newly 
-■-^  completed  Carletonville  Branch  Chapel  is  indeed  a  chapel  designed 
with  an  eye  on  future  growth.  Although  less  than  ten  families  erected  the 
building,  the  members  of  the  branch  are  convinced  that  their  branch  will 
grow.  This  fact  is  well  attested  to  by  their  chapel. 

The  Carletonville  Chapel  is  different  from  other  chapels  in  the  South 
African  mission  in  that  it  is  designed  especially  for  a  small  branch.  The 
building  is  about  the  size  of  the  ordinary  classroom  block  of  a  full  size 
chapel.  It  is  designed  so  that  as  the  congregation  grows  a  full  size  chapel 
and  recreation  hall  can  be  added  with  little  or  no  alterations  to  the  build- 
ing already  completed. 

What  will  someday  be  a  Relief  Society  Room  now  serves  as  a  chapel. 
Because  the  room  is  slightly  larger  than  most  Relief  Society  Rooms  in 
other  chapels  the  room  is  built  with  two  entrance  doors  so  that  a  folding 
door  can   someday   be  installed,   thus   providing  two  rooms. 

The  building  as  it  stands  now  includes  the  room  that  serves  as  the 
chapel,  three  classrooms,  office,  kitchen,  and  rest  rooms.  It  is  built  of  light 
brown  brick  and  has  a  series  of  small,  modern  "bay-like"  windows  which 
give  the  building  a  distinctive  look. 

Elder  Ben  de  Wet  who  has  served  as  District  advisor  to  the  branch 
summed  up  many  people's  feelings  when  he  said:  "I've  been  watching  it 
grow,  it's  lovely ! " 

Newest  Branch  Sustains 
President 

HIGHLIGHTING  the  opening  of  their    call.     President    Powrie     also 

the  Carltonville  Chapel  was  the  stated  that  the  Alexander's  displayed 

sustaining    of    President     Leon     R.  great  faith  in.  humbly  accepting  the 

Alexander  as  the  first  Branch  Presi-  Lord's   call. 

dent   of  the  mission's  newest   inde-  Most  would  understand  the  reac. 

pendant    branch.  tions  of  the  Alexanders  when  they 

Carltonville  previously  was  a  de-  consider  that  President  and  Sister 
pendant  branch  on  the  Krugersdorp  Alexander  have  been  in  the  Church 
Branch  and  was  therefore  under  the  just  over  a  year!  They  were  bap- 
direction  of  President  Lionel  Bibb.  tized  in  the  Ramah  Font  on  January 
President  Bibb  concluded  his  ad-  4.  1964  by  Elders  Wheatherbee  and 
dress  to  the  newly-organized  branch  Bell,  President  Alexander  was  or- 
by  saying:  "This  above  all  to  thine  dained  a  Priest  in  the  Aaronic 
own  selves  be  true  and  remember  Priesthood  in  April  of  1964  and 
that    the  Gospel    is    true."  ordained  an   Elder  under  the  hand 

In  his  address  at  the  opening  ser-  of  President  Snow  in  September  of 

vice,  President  Snow  blessed  the  new  tne  same  year. 

President   with  inspiration    and    vi-  President  Alexander,    who    is  the 

sion,   and  at  the  same  time  admo-  father  of  four  children,  stated   that 

nished  the  members  of  the  Church  the  last  year  has    been'  the    busiest 

to  go  to  him  for  counsel  and  gui-  ar,d    happiest   of   his   life.   He  also 

dence.  commented  that  a  year  or  two  ago 

According    to    President   C.   Ken-  he  would  never  dreamed   he  would 

neth  Powrie  of  the  Transvaal  Dis-  someday  be  "a  minister,"  but  then, 

trict,  President  and  Sister  Alexander  as   he   said,   "Funny   things  happen 

were  both  somewhat  "surprised"  at  in  Carletonville." 
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Church  Publication  Cites 
Progress  in  S.  Africa 


South  African   Mission  Featured   in   Church  Publication 

Editor's  Note :  The  following  article  was  written  by  Richard  B.  Laney 
of  the  Deseret  News  Editorial  Staff  and  appeared  in  the  CHURCH  NEWS 
section  of  the  DESERET  NEWS  AND  SALT  LAKE  TELEGRAM.  Mr. 
Laney  recently  made  a  tour  of  South  Africa  as  the  guest  of  the  government. 


LANGUAGE   CHANGE   NOTED   IN   SOUTHERN    AFRICAN 

MISSION 


JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa 
— "The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  is  making  his- 
tory in  the  South  African  Mission.'' 

So  said  Mission  President  J. 
Golden  Snow,  of  Raymond,  Alberta, 
Canada,  during  a  recent  interview  in 
the  Johannesburg  headquarters  of 
this  mission  which  covers  the  Re- 
public of  South  Africa,  the  Repub- 
lic of  Zambia,  and  the  British  Crown 
Colony  of  Rhodesia — an  area  the 
size  of  the  continental  United  States. 

As  evidence  of  the  great  strides 
being  made  in  what  he  called  "the 
biggest  Mission  in  the  world,"  Pre- 
sident Snow  reports   that : 

— The  Primary  convention  held 
Nov.  21,  1964  at  the  Ramah  Chapel 
was  the  first  to  be  held  on  the 
African  continent. 

Recently  the  First  Presidency 
made  the  South  African  Mission  a 
2j-year  foreign-speaking  mission. 
Services  are  now  bilingual,  and 
every  missionary  is  expected  to 
learn  proselyting  discussions  in  both 
English  and  Afrikaans.  Hymns  are 
being  translated  into  Afrikaans.  Of 
the  Church's  5,000  members 
throughout  the  mission,  50%  speak 
Afrikaans  in   their  homes. 

Five  new  chapels  are  under  con- 
struction or  in  the  planning  stages, 
adding  to   the    17   already  in    exis- 


tence. There  is  a  Mormon  Chapel  in 
every  major  city  of  the  Mission. 

The  First  Presidency  recently 
authorized  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion to  organize  four  quorums  of 
elders;  previously  there  was  only 
one. 

On  January  31  President  Snow 
divided  into  two  branches  a  South 
African  branch  that  had  1,147  mem- 
ber 

Plans  are  being  made  to  tear  down 
what  was  formerly  the  old  mission 
home  in  Capetown  and  erect  a  new 
chapel    in    its    place. 

The  mission  has  four  organized 
districts — one  in  each  of  South 
Africa's  four  provinces.  There  are 
three  dependent  ones.  Transvaal 
Districts  hold  half  of  the  mission's 
membership. 

All  branches  are  fully  officered 
with   local   leadership. 

Of  the  seventy-eight  full-time 
missionaries  in  South  Africa,  sixty- 
two  are  American,  five  are  Cana- 
dian, ten  are  South  African,  and 
one  is  Rhodesian.  The  American 
missionaries  include  representatives 
from  each  of  the  eleven  western 
states. 

Assisting  President  Snow  as  his 
first  counselor  in  the  mission  presi- 
dency is  Daniel  A.  W.  Cherrett. 
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mormon  church  world-wide 


SOUTH  AMERICA 

"We  are  baptising  more  than 
1,000  converts  a  month  in 
South  American  Missions  and  the 
work  is  growing  in  this  Book  of 
Mormon    Land." 

This  report  was  given  by  A. 
Theodore  Tuttle  of  the  South 
American  Mission  upon  his  return 
to  Salt  Lake  to  attend  Conference. 
He  also  stated  that  the  work  among 
the  Indians  of  South  America  is 
proving  of  great  interest.  They  ac- 
cept the  Book  of  Mormon  as  "their 
book  " 

GERMANY 

Before  leaving  for  General 
Conference  in  Salt  Lake,  Elder 
Ezra  Taft  Benson  made  arrange- 
ments for  420  congregations  in 
Europe  to  hear  conference  by  direct 
wire.  Members  of  the  church  in  the 
12  missions  comprising  the  Euro- 
pean Mission  heard  conference  in 
their  own  languages. 

Elder  Benson  reported  that  one 
million  copies  of  a  specially  de- 
signed "Mormon  Pavilion"  tract 
printed  in  all  languages  are  used  by 
missionaries  to  introduce  Mormo- 
nism    to   the  investigators. 

A  film  strip  entitled,  "The  Mor- 
mons in  Central  Europe,"  is  shown 
throughout  the  mission  to  portray 
to  the  people  the  activities  of  the 
Church  in  the  Germanic  countries. 
A  similar  film  is  being  prepared  for 
the  Scandinavian  countries.  The 
European  missionaries  will  also  soon 
be  using  a  new  brochure  called  "A 
Church  for  all  the  World." 

ITALY 

Missionary  work  has  resumed  in 
Italy  after  a  lapse  of  over  a  century. 
Word  was  begun  on  February  27th 
of  this  year,  and  the  first  baptism 
was  reported  on  March  27th.  The 
missionaries  serving  in  Northern 
Italy  are  part  of  the  Swiss  Mission. 

BRITAIN 

An  intensive  fellowship  pro- 
gramme similar  to  the  one  used  in 
South    Africa,    is    paying    unusual 


dividends  in  the  stakes  and  missions 
comprising  the  West  European  Mis- 
sion, according  to  Elder  Mark  E. 
Petersen  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve. 

There  are  13  missions  and  seven 
stakes  in  the  British  Isles,  and  in 
France,  and  The  Netherlands.  Elder 
Petersen  said:  "With  a  successful 
fellowshipping  programme  we  are 
holding  on  to  approximately  80  per 
cent  of  all  converts.  Our  fellowship- 
ping programme  is  the  united  effort 
of  the  members  of  the  Church  and 
our  missionaries." 

JAPAN 

Temple  work  will  be  inaugerated 
in  the  Japanese  language  this  sum- 
mer. The  translation  work  was  dene 
by  Tatsui  Sato  who  left  his  native 
Japan  this  year  to  work  on  the 
translation  of  the  temple  ceremonies 
at  the  Hawaiian  Temple.  In  July  a 
group  of  over  a  hundred  members 
of  the  Church  will  fly  via  chartered 
plane  from  Japan  to  Hawaii  to  do 
their  Temple  work. 

ARGENTINA 

Reports  from  Argentina  state  that 
the  Catholic  church  and  the  Argen- 
tine government  are  co-operating 
fully  in  genealogical  research.  The 
government  and  the  Catholics  are 
allowing  the  Church  to  microfilm 
all  the  family  records  in  their  arc- 
hives. 

SWEDEN 

"The  Mormons  have  13  Articles 
of  Faith  and  they  appear  to  be 
stamped  with  a  practical  view,"  is 
what  a  Swedish  newspaper  there  had 
to  say  about  the  Church  in  a  very 
favourable  article. 

Editors  Notes:  Items  used  in  this 
article  were  taken  from  the 
CHURCH  NEWS  which  is  printed 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  Every  family 
should  take  this  newspaper  to  keep 
abreast  of  current  church  news 
events  taking  place  around  the 
world.  For  more  information  write 
to  the  Mission  Publications  Director 
in   care  of  the  Mission  Home. 
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MISSION   NEWS 


NEWLYWEDS    FLY   OVERSEAS 
FOR    TEMPLE    WEDDING 


rpHE  wedding  of  Alma  Donly  and 


± 


Bessie  de  Wet  was  not  only  the 


biggest  event  in  their  young  lives, 
but  was  also  an  event  that  made 
history  in  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion. They  are  the  first  young  South 
African  couple  actually  to  be  mar- 
ried in  the  Temple. 

Because  of  the  long  distance  in- 
volved in  going  to  the  London 
Temple,  the  Church  recommends 
that  young  people  going  there  to 
be  married,  be  married  civily  before 
they  actually  leave;  for  this  reason, 
they  were  married  first  at  the 
Ramah   Chapel. 

President  C.  Kenneth  Powrie  per- 
formed the  marriage  on  May  8, 
1965  at  2.30  p.m.  That  same  night 
at  7.30  the  new  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alma 
Donly  caught  a  jet  flight  to  London 
to  be  married  there  for  time  and 
all  eternity.  Thus  they  will  actually 
begin  their  married  life  with  a  Tem- 
ple Marriage. 


It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for 
South  African  couples  to  go  to 
London,  to  be  married  in  the  Tem- 
ple, but  this  is  usually  after  years 
of  civil  marriage. 

The  groom,  Alma  Donly,  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Donly 
of  the  Ramah  First  Branch.  Alma 
served  a  successful  mission  in  South 
Africa.  After  his  release  he  and 
Bessie,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jackie  de  Wet  of  the 
Ramah  Second  Branch,  started  mak- 
ing serious  plans  about  their  future. 

From  the  time  of  their  engage- 
ment, only  one  kind  of  marriage  en- 
tered their  minds  —  Temple  Mar- 
riage. Plans  were  made  for  their 
Temple  journey,  and  financial  pre- 
parations were  begun.  Both  of  them 
worked  and  saved  for  their  big  day. 
Their  dreams  were  realized  as  they 
knelt  at  the  altar  of  God  in  the 
House  of  the  Lord. 


MORMON  RECEIVES  HIGHEST  MARKS 

James  I.  Milne  of  the  Ramah  Second  Branch  was  honoured  recently 
at  a  luncheon  sponsored  by  the  Chartered  Institute  of  Secretaries.  Brother 
Milne's  score  on  a  paper  which  he  wrote  on  Economic  Policies  and  Prob- 
lems, was  the  highest  in  Southern  Africa.  Although  he  wrote  the  paper  in 
November,  the  CIS  headquarters  in  Britain  have  just  recently  notified  him 
that  he  has  won  the  award.  The  CIS  presented  Brother  Milne  with  an 
attractive   Silver   Medal   for  his   accomplishment. 

MISSIONARY   RECEIVES 
HAWAIIAN   POST 


\  FORMER  Canadian  Missio- 
■"■  nary  who  served  in  South 
Africa  on  his  mission  has  been  ap- 
pointed head  of  the  Latter  Day 
Saint  Seminaries  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands.  Familiar  to  most  South 
Africans  as  Elder  Larry  Dahl,  Bro- 
ther Dahl  has  been  appointed  Co- 
ordinator of  Seminaries  in  Hawaii. 

While  serving  as  a  missionary  in 
South  Africa.  Elder  Dahl  held  many 
responsible  positions.  He  laboured 
in  Port  Elizabeth  and  from  there 
was  transferred  in  July  1956  to  the 
Mission  Office,  then  at  Cape  Town, 


where  he  acted  as  supervisor  of 
Sunday  Schools  and  MIA.  He  was 
appointed  Mission  Historian  on 
October  1,  1956.  He  later  served  as 
Associate  Editor  of  the  CSM. 
Salisbury  Branch  President,  and 
Second  Counsellor  to  the  Mission 
President. 

Brother  Dahl  and  his  wife,  the 
former  Roberta  Erickson.  and  their 
three  sons  will  leave  for  Hawaii 
some  time  in  late  July  or  early 
August.  Brother  Dahl  is  from  Ray- 
mond. Alberta  which  is  also  the 
home  town  of  President  and  Sister 
Snow. 
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RECENT  CONVERT 

DISPLAYS   TRADITIONAL 

MORMON  ART 


ONE  of  the  arts  that  Mormon  women  have  always  been  noted  for  is 
the  art  of  needlework.  Sister  Eileen  Harrison,  a  recent  convert  to  the 
church,  has  in  that  regard  been  a  "Mormon"  all  of  her  life.  She  loves  to 
sew  as  her  collection  of  recently  completed  needle  work  demonstrates. 

Sister  Harrison  who  is  a  member  of  the  Ramah  First  Branch  joined 
the  church  in  February  of  this  year.  She  is  currently  serving  as  an  assistant 
work  director  in  the   Ramah  First  Branch   Relief  Society. 

Recently  she  displayed  her  work  for  the  branch  sisters  at  one  of  their 
work  meetings.  The  sisters  were  very  impressed  with  her  meticulous  stitch 
work.  Needlework  pictures  are  a  speciality  of  Sister  Harrison's  as  the 
pictures  displayed  in  the  photo  shows.  They,  and  other  pictures  like  them, 
brought  "ooh's  and  aah's"  from  the  sisters  who  viewed  her  work. 

Busying  herself  making  "pot-holders"  and  "hot-water  bottle  covers", 
she  is  striving  to  do  her  share  for  next  year's  bazaar. 

After  searching  for  the  true  church  for  "many,  many  years"  Sister 
Harrison  was  referred  to  the  missionaries  by  her  brother  who  was  also 
investigating  the  gospel.  Now  an  active  member  it  is  her  hope  that  she  will 
be  able  "in  some  small  way  be  of  use  to  the  Lord  in  the  glorious  church 
to  which  we  belong." 

Sister  Anna  de  Wet  the  Mission  Relief  Society  President  said :  "We 
hope  that  the  efforts  of  this  sister  will  help  to  encourage  other  sisters 
throughout  the  mission  in  their  needlework  efforts." 
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HAVE  YOU  HEARD? 


"Man,  I  like  'em.** 

"The  kids  plan  for  em." 

"It's  just  what  our  family  needed." 

"It's  nothing  short  of  Revelation." 

"My  family  just  can't   wait  'till  Wednesdays!" 

"A  greater  feeling  of  love  has  come  into  our  home." 

"This  is  just  one  more  reason  why  the  Church  is  true." 

Yes,  everybody's  talking  about  them. 

Everybody  enjoys  them. 

Everybody  ought  to  have  them. 


All  over  the  mission  families  are  responding  to 
the  Family  Home  Evening  Programme.  From 
every  corner  of  Southern  Africa  Latter-day  Saints 
are  reporting  success  with  their  home  evenings. 
The  Family  Home  Evening  successes  are  just 
typical  of  the  many  activities  that  Church  offers. 
Bearing  witness  to   that   is   this  month's 


Cumorah's 
Message 
of  you 
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CAPE,  NATAL 

MOWBRAY'S 

■■■« 

Globe-trotter    Returns 

by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

WINTER  has  set  in  with  a  vengeance  at  the  Cape,  but  the  cold  weather 
does  not  bother  our  globe-trotting  grandmother,  Sister  Cynthia 
Nielssen,  who  has  recently  returned  from  a  visit  to  her  daughter,  Rosemary, 
in  Canada. 

Just  prior  to  sailing,  the  temperature  had  dropped  to  ten  below  zero 
and  that,  says  Sister  Nielssen  "is  really  cold."  During  her  absence  she 
visited  her  daughter  Astrid  and  two  grandchildren  in  Wales,  as  well  as 
Dorothy  in  Toronto.  She  has  been  welcomed  back  with  wishes  that  she 
and  the  rest  of  the  family  will  be  very  happy  in  their  new  home  at  Plum- 
stead. 

The  Sunday  School  put  on  another  successful  film  show  at  the  begin- 
ning of  April.  The  film  "The  Power  of  the  Resurrection"  was  very  much 
enjoyed  by  all  who  were  present. 

Brother  Udell  Poulsen  is  now  out  of  the  hospital.  It  was  good  to 
see  him  in  the  Chapel  on  the  25th.  Mowbray  prays  that  he  will  soon  be 
able  to  discard  the  crutches  and  that  he  may  regain  full  health  after  his 
very  trying  experience.  It  is  good  to  know  that  he  has  made  such  a  mira- 
culous recovery. 

So  many  of  our  members  were  off  to  Convention  at  Easter  that  it  was 
feared  that  there  would  be  serious  shortages  of  congregation  members. 
However,  there  were  plenty  of  visitors  right  here  in  Cape  Town  —  from 
as  far  afield  as  Zambia. 

It  is  good  to  be  able  to  congratulate  Sister  Pam  Cerff  on  winning 
the  prize  for  the  best  poem  at  Convention.  Sister  Donnaline  Dallender 
did  very  well  in  the  Speech  Contest. 

EAST  LONDON 

"Goes    Hawaiian!" 

by  Phinnie  Van  Heerden 

rpHE    most    important    event,    of  theme    for   an    evening's    entertain- 

-*-     course,      amongst      numerous  ment  when  the  East  London  saints 

highlights  was  the   conference  held  gathered    to   "go    gay,"    with    hula 

on  April  30th,  when  President  and  skirts,   leis,  bright  shirts  and  tradi- 

Sister    Snow    were    present   at    all  tional  dishes.  It  was  Hawaii  all  the 

sessions.    Many    inspiring   messages  way. 

were    delivered — the    theme     being  ,.    .        ...                    ,    , 

"Family   Life   in    the   Home."   This  *     is  with  a  sense  ot  deep  regre 

was  truly  an  inspired  theme  as  only  tatDwc  h**£  of  ,the  ?atas  7^  at 
two  or  three  weeks  before  the  the  Benoni  Chapel,  and  East  London 
branch  had  seen  a  film  show  and  offers  the,  East  *and  saints  its  sin- 
received  certain  instructions,  as  well  cere-  and  heartfelt  sympathy, 
as,  books  on  the  "Family  Home  Elder  Carlson  has  departed  from 
Evening."  The  arrival  of  visitors  East  London  at  the  conclusion  of 
from  Port  Elizabeth  and  Grahams-  his  service  in  the  mission  field  and 
town  plus  nine  missionaries  swelled  we  wish  him  bon  voyage  and  pray 
the  ranks  considerably.  One  can  say  for  his  safe  return  to  his  loved  ones, 
without  fear  of  contradiction  that  We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  El- 
attendance  figures  broke  all  records.  der  Thomas  who  will  now  labour  in 
"Hawaiian    Splendour"    was    the  the  fighting  port. 
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PIETERMARITZBURG 

Sets    '66    Convention    Aim 

by  Constance  de  Bruin 

THE  beginning  of  April  was  one  mad  rush  for  the  saints  in  Pietermaritz- 
burg,  because  everyone  was  getting  ready  to  go  to  convention.  All  in 
all,  there  were  16  saints  staying  with  brother  and  sister  Orth  at  Edenvale. 
There  were  people  sleeping  everywhere. 

What  a  wonderful  time  was  had  by  all.  .Seeing  old  friends,  making  new 
ones,  and  listening  to  all  the  very  inspirational  talks  that  were  given  during 
the  various  meetings.  The  cantata  on  Friday  evening  was  really  beautiful, 
and  the  Pietermaritzburg  branch  went  home  wondering  when  they  would 
have  as  big  a  choir. 

The  end  of  the  Convention  on  Sunday  evening  left  everyone  feeling 
that  no  matter  what  it  had  cost,  the  effort  was  worth  it.  Brother  Derrick 
Holmes  had  a  new  engine  in  his  car  and  did  400  miles  at  30  miles  an  hour. 
He  left  Maritzburg  at  7.30  p.m.  on  Thursday  and  arrived  at  Edenvale  at 
12  o'  clock  on  Friday.  This  was  considered  by  all  as  a  "stout  effort". 

Brother  de  Bruin  had  to  attend  his  brother's  wedding  in  Ladysmith  on 
the  Sunday  afternoon.  This  meant  that  he  would  be  late  for  convention. 
He  arrived  at  9.30  p.m.  on  Saturday  night  in  time  for  the  remainder  of 
the  dance. 

It  has  been  quite  a  few  years  since  so  many  saints  have  been  able  to 
go  up  to  convention  from  Pietermaritzburg.  The  aim  for  next  year  is 
"Everyone,  but  everyone,  to  Convention  in  1966." 

The  branch  is  back  to  normal  now,  with  the  "Share  the  Gospel  pro- 
gramme" first  and  foremost  in  our  minds.  The  missionaries  are  meeting 
with  several  families  and  everyone  is  waiting  to  see  what  the  outcome 
will  be. 

President  and  Sister  Morrissey  arrived  from  church  two  weeks  ago, 
to  find  that  they  had  been  burgled.  President  Morrissey  had  lost  all  his 
clothing  and  personal  possessions.  So  far  the  police  have  not  been  able  to 
trace  the  culprits. 

DURBAN 

Entertains    U.S.    Visitors 

by  Beryl  Soane 

HPHE  prolonged  drought  in  Natal  two  of  whom  were  Brother  and  Sis- 
■*■     has  not  only  sent  the  prices  of  ter  Larson   from   Lusaka,    Zambia, 
meat  and  vegetables  sky-high,  but  as  Brother  Larson,  who  is  attached  to 
the  district  settles  into  a  normal,  dry  the  U.S.  Embassy,  spoke  in  a  heart- 
winter,  the  countryside  and  gardens  ening  manner  of  the  new  life,  hope 
are   looking  desolate   and    dried-up.  and  leadership  in  that  country. 
Durban  Chapel  looked  pretty  deso-  .      ...           ...            .   .                 .  , 

late  too,  with  so   few  members  left  Another    with    an   interesting   job 

to    attend    Sunday    services   -    the  ^as      BTot^"     Smayhe,      officially 

majority    having  left  for  Johannes-  known  as  Lt  Colonel  Smayhe  of  the 

burg     to    attend    Convention     over  US;S-  Oldord,  an  American  missile 

Easter.  The  Durban  Saints  wish  to  tracking  ship,  which  keeps    contact 

express   their   gratitude  and    appre-  with   her  home  via  the  moon, 

ciation  to  Ramah  members  for  the  -r^  Larsons.  Tony  and   Jill,  are 

way  in   which  homes  were   opened  proving  to  be  a  great  asset  to  their 

and  hospitality  showered  upon  the  new  home  branch    especially  in  the 

visitors.  MIA 

There  were  some  interesting  visi- 
tors in  Durban  later  in  the  month,  Everyone  in  Durban  was  shocked 
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(o  hear  of  the  burning  of  the  Beno-  turn    such    terrible   set-backs   to    an 

ni  Chapel  and  wish  to  express  sym-  advantage     in    the    manner    ol    the 

pathy    with    the    Saints    in    Bcnoni  early       Mormon       pioneers,      even 

who    had   such   a   beautiful    chapel.  though,  at   this   time   they  must   be 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  may  yet  very  distressed. 

FREE  STATE,  RHODESIA 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

Family    Leaves    for    U.S. 

by  Lida  van  der  Leek 

TI1HE  youth  of  the  Bloemfontein  Branch  have  during  the  past  month  had 
-*-  a  most  wonderful  and  uplifting  spiritual  refreshment  in  the  form  of 
the  MIA  Youth  Convention.  All  who  had  the  opportunity  to  attend  the 
convention  have  all  no  doubt  experienced  the  same  feelings.  The  Bloemfon- 
tien  Branch  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  made  the  convention  the 
success  it  was. 

On  the  31  April,  we  had  a  Social  evening  as  a  CSM  Festival.  At  this 
time  we  also  had  the  opportunity  to  say  farewell  to  a  very  fine  family  who 
are  leaving  for  America  on  the  5th  of  May.  They  are  Brother  and  Sister 
Oostveen  and  their  five  children.  The  Branch  would  like  to  wish  them 
everything  of  the  best,  and  at  the  same  time  pray  that  their  Heavenly  Father 
will  guide  them  in  everything  they  undertake.  The  CSM  Festival  was  a 
success  as  all  those  families  present  subscribed  to  the  CSM.  We  are  happy 
to  report  that  the  Bloemfontein  Branch  is  very  CSM  conscious. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  very  successful  cake  sale  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  the  money  is  for  the  Relief  Society  Fund. 

IN  WELKOM 

85    Attend    Family    Evening 

by  P.  A.  Robinson 

/\N    the    7th    April    we    had    our  ters  assisted  in  the  catering  for  the 

^'    combined  Family  Home  Even-  evening. 

ing  at  the  chapel,  which  was  atten-  Primary  is  still  very  much  in  the 

ded  by  85  people,  the  theme  being,  swing   and  judging  from  the  atten- 

"Getting    to    Know  You."    A   well-  dance  records  it  seems  to  be  grow- 

prepared    dinner    was    served    after  ing  daily.  The  branch   had  the  op- 

which    we    had    two  talks   and   saw  portunity    of    hearing    these    young 

two  beautiful  films  centred  on  our  children   sing   to  us  for   the   Easter 

very  important  Home  Teaching  Pro-  programme, 
gramme.  The  films  were  "Share  the 

Gosper     and      "Of     Heaven     and  Brother  G.  Gilburt  has   been   re- 

e'  leased   as   our   MIA  Superintendent 

The  Branch  presidency  organized  and  Sister  A.  Gilburt  as  the  Relief 

the  wonderful   "get  together"  even-  Society      President.      The      Branch 

ing.  The  members  feel  grateful   for  thanks   these   two    people   for    their 

the  opportunity  of  interesting  their  work.   Sister   Val   Symonds    is    now 

neighbours  in  the  Gospel.  The  Sis-  the   Relief  Society  President  and   it 
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is  tell  that  she  will   do  well  in  her 
new  capacity. 

We  had  a  rather  sad  parting  from 
the  branch  this  month  when  Elder 
Ronald  Burgcner  departed  to  a  new 
corner  of  God's  vineyard,  and  we 
wish  him  all  the  best  as  a  District 
Leader  in  the  Cape.  We  extend  a 
welcoming  hand  to  Elder  Bell  who 


has  come  to  us  from  Pictermaritz- 
burg  and  who  has  taken  up  the  reins 
here   in    Welkom. 

MIA  Convention  was  great  and 
all  those  who  attended  will  agree 
that  it  left  them  feeling  that  this  is 
one  of  the  most  important  auxilia- 
ries in  the  Church  for  the  young 
people. 


BULAWAYO 

Conference    A    Success 

by  W.  T.  Kersey 

rpHE  repairs  to  the  chapel  roof  were  completed  in  good  time  for  the 
-*-  April  Conference,  but  in  spite  of  this  we  still  had  no  rain  in  the 
drought-stricken  Bulawayo  district.  The  weekly  badminton  sessions  have 
now  returned  to  normal  schedule. 

President  Snow  is  by  now  an  old  friend  of  many  members  of  the 
Branch.  Accompanied  by  Sister  Snow,  as  well  as  President  and  Sister  Cher- 
rett,  he  spread  his  own  particular  brand  of  enthusiasm  amongst  the  record 
turn-out  of  over  seventy  members  and  visitors  to  the  Conference. 

The  theme  of  the  Conference  was  centred  around  the  Home  and  the 
Family  and  one  of  the  most  moving  moments  which  will  always  remain  in 
our  memories  was  the  presentation  to  Sister  Fourie  of  a  pin  to  commemo- 
rate thirty-five  years  service  in  the  Primary.  Sister  Fourie  is  visiting  us  from 
Cape  Town  and  we  all  hope  that  she  will  stay  here  as  long  as  possible 
with  her  cheerful  smile. 

On  both  the  10th  and  11th  of  April  the  Conference  Sessions  finished 
with  an  evening  film.  The  second  film,  being  particularly  noteworthy, 
relived  the  famous  Conference  at  St.  George  at  the  time  of  the  great 
drought  in  the  early  days  of  the  Church. 

Probably  the  most  significant  things  which  took  place  during  the 
Conference  was  the  ordination  of  members  to  both  the  Aaronic  and  Mel- 
chizedek  Priesthoods  and  the  advancement  of  several  members  within  the 
priesthood.  This  will  provide  President  Isaacs  with  greater  support. 


SALISBURY 


Sister    Flies    To    Temple 


by  Jean  Bean 


TWO  events  highlighted  the 
month  of  April  in  Salisbury. 
The  first  was  the  Relief  Society's 
"Rodeo  Round-up"  which  was  held 
to  help  swell  the  building  fund,  and 
the  second  was  the  departure  of 
Sister  Minnie  Swalwell  and  her  son 
John   for  the  London  Temple. 

There  was  an  air  of  excitement  as 
everyone  arrived  for  the  Rodeo. 
Everyone  came  dressed  in  Western 
style  costumes.  The  children  were 
mostly  dressed  in  Red  Indian  cos- 
tumes with  varying  feather  head- 
dresses. 


The  hall  was  decorated  by  the 
younger  members  to  represent  a 
"corral"  in  whicb  the  under  12's 
paraded  while  their  costumes  were 
being  judged.  After  the  parade  all 
those  members  with  transport  parti- 
cipated in  a  "scavenger  hunt"  and 
were  handed  a  list  of  24  articles  to 
collect,  ranging  from  a  horse  shoe 
nail ,  a  cow-bell,  a  rope  to  the 
names  of  the  animals  outside  of 
the  Salisbury  Museum. 

After  the  scavenger  hunters  had 
returned,  an  hour  later,  supper  was 
on  sale.   After   everyone   had   satis- 
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fied  their   appetites,  they  were   en-  flight    to    London.    Sister    Swalwell 

tertained  to  a  very  well  acted  little  who  joined  the  church  last  year  is 

play    entitled    "Precious    Priscilla"  going   to   the  Temple   to   be  sealed 

which  caused  endless  mirth  and  was  to  her  departed   husband.  While  in 

throughly     enjoyed.     The     evening  London  they  will  also  receive  their 

ended  with  a  story  in  which  every-  Patriachical    Blessings.    The   branch 

one    participated    with    appropriate  wishes  them  happiness  on  their  holi- 

actions,     then      everyone      happily  day   and   hopes  that    their   Temple 

wended  their  way  home.  experience  will  bring  them  joy  and 

MIA  has  been  in  recess  this  month,  blessings, 

but  the  families  from  the  Salisbury  Members    of    the    Branch     have 

Branch  who  were  fortunate  enough  started  their  "Home  Evening"  pro- 

to     attend    the    MIA    Convention,  grammes  and  already  the  benefit  has 

came  back  full  of  the  Spirit  of  the  been  strongly  evident — even  among 

Lord,  bright  ideas  and  enthusiasm,  the     adult    members    without    any 

and   the   Branch  looks    forward    to  families. 

even  more  progress  and  success  in  On   Sunday  25th   Brother  Naude 

the  MIA.  visited  Salisbury  Branch  on  his  way 

A     large    number     of     Salisbury  home   to   South   Africa  from   Ame- 

Saints  gathered    at    the    Airport    to  rica.  He  spoke   during  the  evening 

wish    Sister    Minnie    Swalwell    and  service  and   gave  a  very  interesting 

her   son    John   a    happy    and    safe  talk  on  the  General  Authorities. 

TRANSVAAL 

KLERKSDORP'S 

Chapel    Nears    Completion 

by  May  Schultz 

npHE  first  stage  of  the  Chapel  is  just  about  complete,  and  if  all  goes 
-■-  well,  the  branch  will  be  holding  their  meetings  in  it  within  the  next 
month  or  so. 

Primary  seems  to  be  on  a  scale,  weighing  up  and  down,  as  one  minute  it 
is  doing  wonderfully  and  the  next  it  seems  as  if  it  is  going  to  come  to  an 
end,  but  with  everyone's  support  it  is  sure  to  continue. 

Everyone  who  went  to  Ramah  for  the  MIA  Convention  enjoyed 
themselves,  especially  the  youth. 

There  has  been  a  lot  of  running  around  for  the  Klerksdorp  members, 
what  with  Transvaal  District  Converence.  MIA  Convention  and  Leader- 
ship Meeting. 

Branch  has  been  very  quiet  this  month  as  far  as  Socials  are  concerned. 
It  is  due  to  the  cold  weather  that  we  have  been  having,  as  well  as  work  on 
the  chapel. 

This  branch  seems  to  get  most  of  the  new  missionary  elders.  At  pre- 
sent we  have  an  Elder  who  has  only  recently  arrived  from  America.  They 
come  here  green,  but  go  away  experienced  missionaries. 

PRIMROSE 

Says   'Goodbye'    Again 

by  C.  D.  Parsons 

X>RIMROSE  always   seems  to   be  one  was  sorry  to  see  this  family  go 
-*-      saving  goodbyes.  This   month  and  wished  them  God's  richest  bles- 
the    ranks    were    depleted    by    nine  sings  in  their  new  surroundings, 
members  when  the  Slabbert  family  The  Relief  Society  had  two  sue- 
left  to  return  to  Vereeniging.  Every-  cessful  cake  sales  during  the  month 
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and  are  now  very  busy  working  to- 
wards their  bazaar  which  will  be 
held  on  the  8th  of  May. 

Brother  J.  D.  Parsons  was  called 
as  the  new  Sunday  School  Super- 
intendent with  Brother  E.  Orth  and 
Sister  A  de  Wet  as  his  assistants. 

Anna  Maria  Otto  entered  the 
waters  of  baptism  on  10th  of  April 
when     she     turned     eight.     Another 

RAMAH  FIRST 


young  member.  Elizabeth  Sandow 
was  baptised  on  the  1st  of  May.  Due 
to  illness  in  the  family.  Elizabeth 
could  not  be  baptised  on  her  birth- 
day. 

The  MIA  social  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Sister  de  Wet.  With  the 
spirit  that  prevailed  at  this  social  it 
is  felt  certain  that  MIA  will  be  a 
great  success  in  the  coming  year. 


Basks    in    Convention    Glory 

by   Rhoda  Robinson 

A  LTHOUGH  Convention  1965  started  off  with  wet  weather  and  bitter 
-£*■  cold,  it  certainly  did  not  deter  the  saints  who  arrived  from  far  and 
wide.  The  Ramah  Branches  were  very  pleased  to  act  as  host  branches  for 
this  annual  event. 

Pretoria  and  Springs  put  on  their  one-act  plays  which  were  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  all.  One  of  them  gave  the  audience  a  wonderful  lesson  on  faith, 
while  the  other  one  kept  everyone  rocking  with  laughter. 

The  evening  of  Good  Friday  brought  the  Easter  Cantata  and  those 
who  missed  this  spiritual  feast  last  year  were  thrilled  with  the  repeat  per- 
formance. 

Saturday  brought  the  volley  ball  tournament.  Ramah  First  Branch  is 
now  the  current  holders  of  the  Convention  trophy.  It  is  felt  that  part  of  the 
glory  must  reflect  on  to  Ramah  Second  as  well  because  it  was  as  a  united 
Branch  that  so  much  was  accomplished  previously.  Last  year  Pretoria  beat 
Ramah  to  take  the  cup,  this  year  the  position  has  been  reversed.  Ramah 
First  says  "thank  you"  to  the  others  for  the  fine  sportsmanship  they 
showed  and  especially  congratulates  Pretoria  on  taking  the  rest  of  the 
trophies. 

Saturday  night  brought  all  out  in  their  finery  to  the  Ball  which  had  a 
Spanish  theme,  and  it  turned  out  to  be  a  very  gay  and  successful  evening. 

Sunday  dawned  with  clear  skies  and  a  warm  sun.  The  full  day  brought 
forth  beautiful  spiritual  messages  that  bring  the  saints  so  close  together. 

The  Easter  weekend  was  made  more  memorable  this  year  with  two 
beautiful  brides.  Peggy  Bristow  made  a  charming  bride  on  the  Saturday 
when  she  married  Cyril  Bringinshaw  and  to  end  this  perfect  week  end,  Joy 
MacAdams  looked  very  lovely  when  she  married  Tony  Versace  on  the 
Monday. 


SPRINGS 


Sends    Youth    on    Mission 

by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 


\  MISSIONARY  farewell  was 
■£*-  held  on  the  11th  of  April  in 
honour  of  Elder  Tony  Storror  who 
entered  the  mission  field.  Tributes 
were  paid  to  Elder  Storror  by  Pre- 
sident Kenneth  Powrie  and  by 
Branch  President  Douglas  Hulbert. 
A    duet    was    rendered     by    Vonsie 


Atkins  and  Christina  Mynhard.  The 
farewell  was  attended  by  many  of 
the  district  officers  who  expressed 
their  congratulations  to  the  new 
elder. 

After  the  farewell  branch  mem- 
bers and  well  wishers  gathered  in 
the  cultural   hall   for   light   refresh- 
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merits.  After  being  bombarded  with 
congratulations  and  handshakes, 
Elder  Storror  was  presented  with  a 
"spiritual"  missionary  Bible.  The 
branch  was  unable  to  acquire  a 
Bible  from  the  Mission  Bookstore 
in  time  for  the  presentation  so  they 
gave  him  a  spiritual  one  with  an 
assurance  that  the  money  for  the 
bible  would  be  sent  to  the  Mission 
Bookstore. 

Elder  Storror  is  one  of  Springs 
Branch's  four  full  time  missionaries 
serving  in  South  Africa.  President 
Hulbert  expressed  pride  and  confi- 
dence ill  the  missionaries  serving 
from  the  branch  and  echoed  the  best 
wishes  of  all  of  the  members  of  the 
branch. 

Also  highlighting  the  month  in 
Springs  was  the  ordination  of  Bro- 
thers John  Taljaard,  Clive  R.  Mc 
Millan,  and  Otto  Krauss  to  the 
Priesthood.  They  were  ordained 
Deacons  under  the  hand  of  Presi- 
dent Hulbert.  Families  and  Friends 
of  these  brethren  saluted  the  breth- 
ren on  their  fine  achievement. 

"Zion  grows  in  numbers,"  so  it 
is    said.    At    Springs    Zion    grows 


through  both  births  and  proselyting. 
Sister  Evan  Jubber  became  the 
proud  mother  of  a  son  on  the  23rd 
of  April;  Sister  Sandra  Adlard  gave 
birth  to  a  robust  son;  and  Sister 
Rose  Chapman  broke  the  record 
with  an  eleven,  pound  son.  All  of  the 
mothers  are  reported  to  be  doing 
well;  in  fact,  Sister  Adlard  was  well 
enough  a  week  after  giving  birth  to 
spend  several  days  in  Durban  with 
her  husband    and  three   elder   sons. 

Three  young  people  entered  the 
waters  of  baptism  this  month  as 
well.  They  were  Sisters  Belinda  and 
Lynette  Andre  and  their  brother 
Leslie  Louis.  These  young  members 
of  the  church  were  welcomed  into 
the  fold  by  the  members  of  the 
branch. 

Another  sign  of  growth  was  shown 
by  Brother  and  Sister  Otto  Krauss 
who  gave  their  first  10  minute 
Sacrament  addresses  on  the  25th  of 
April.  Both  of  these  new  converts 
showed  that  they  have  the  ability  to 
hold  an  audience.  As  one  of  the 
Afrikaans  members  of  the  Church 
exclaimed:  "Baie  mooi,  geliefdes. 
Alle  voorspoed  vir  die  toekoms." 


"Every    Member    A    Missionary" 
And  now  this  calling  and  commandment  give 
I  unto  you  concerning  all  men  — 

That  as  many  as  shall  come  before  my  servants 
Sidney  Rigdon  and  Joseph  Smith,  Jnr.,  embracing 
this  calling  and  commandment,  shall  be  ordained 
and  sent  forth  to  preach  the  everlasting  gospel 
among  the  nations. 

D.  &  C.  36:4-5. 
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BAPTISMS 


COPPERBELT 
HILL.   John    Robert 

BLOEMFONTEIN 
OOSTVEEN,  Alex  Rudolf 
VAN  DEN  BERGH.  Anna 

DURBAN 
DYASON,    Jacoba    Magdalena 
ROBERTSON,    Hester    Johana    Catherina 
SOANE,  Diana  Margaret 

KRUGERSDORP 
CHERRETT,     Heather     Margaret 
LEVY,    Francis    Bernard 
STRYDOM,  Helen  Karen 
SWANEPOEL.  Evette  Jane 
VAN  DEN  HEEVER,  Johann 
MOWBRAY 
BEEHRE,   Doris 


BEEHRE,   Wilhclmina 
FOURIE,  John  Desmond 

PRIMROSE 
LANGENHOVEN.   Rosa   Mathilda 

RAMAH    I 
HARRISON.  Bertha   Lillian 
HARRISON,  Eileen  Mary 
PYLE,  Patricia  Louisa 
THOMSON,  Heather  Kay 

RAMAH   II 
MACDONALD,   Iris 
MATTHES,   Lyris 

SALISBURY 
BAXTER,  Timothy  John 
BOTHA.  Gordon  Graham 

SPRINGS 
HUGO,  Kathleen  Ann 


BLESSINGS 


BLOEMFONTEIN 
MILNE,    Charmaine 

BULAWAYO 
LINDER,  Kelly  Maye 

CARLETONVILLE 
ALEXANDER,  Glenise  Lynn 

PRETORIA 
TROLLIP.    Gary    Joseph 


PRIMROSE 
MEAKER,  Louise  Edith 

RAMAH   H 
BENINGTON,  Diane  Stacey 
BENINGTON,  Roger  Charles 
MATTHEWS.   Kristy 
SUTHERLAND,    Mark    Kenneth 

SPRINGS 
ANDRE,  Ruth  Lesley 
KEUNING,   Marcelle    Valerie 


ORDINATIONS 


BULAWAYO 

BUCKLE,    Walter    Norman    —    ordained    an 

Elder 
HERBERT,   Andrew   Joseph   —   ordained    an 

Elder 
KERSEY,    William    Trefor    —    ordained    a 

Deacon 
OWEN,    Gary    Paul    —    ordained    a    Deacon 
PEAKE,     Anthony     Allan-    —     ordained     a 

Teacher 
SCARFF,    Patrick    —    ordained    a    Deacon 

DURBAN 

BRAITHWAITE,  David  Andrew  —  ordained 

a  Teacher 
DUNCAN,     Loufran     Peter    —    ordained     a 

Teacher 
JAKINS,     Sheridan    Adrian     —    ordained     a 

Teacher 
ROBERTS,     Barry     Slater     —     ordained     a 

Teacher 
SWANEPOEL,  Roelof  Johannes  —  ordained 

a   Teacher 
WILLISON.    Donald    Jonathan    —    ordained 

a   Teacher 


KRUGERSDORP 
FOSTER,    Edward    Benjamin    —   ordained    a 

Priest 
HORNABROOK,      Bernardus      J.      S.      — 

ordained  a  Priest 
OOSTHUYSEN,    Arthur    M.    —    ordained    a 

Teacher 
SOLL,    Jacob    — ■    ordained    a    Deacon 
SWANEPOEL,    Jan    Andreas    —   ordained    a 

Priest 

PRETORIA 
ANDREWS.     Edward      Richard      Stuart      — 

ordained  an  Elder 
EDDON.    Sidney    James    Cook    —    ordained 

an   Elder 

RAMAH   I 
BRADLEY,    Glenroy    Arthur    —   ordained    a 

Deacon 
RUDOLPH,    James    Irvine    —    ordained    an 

Elder 

SALISBURY 
BOTHA.   Colin   G.    —  ordained   a    Deacon 
SWALWELL,   John   Harrison   —  ordained   a 

Teacher 

VEREENIGING 
HEES,    Christiaan    Johannes   —    ordained    an 

Elder 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION 


LOCATION  OF  BRANCH  OR  DISTRICT 
Meeting  Place 


CAPE 

MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Cumorah,  Main  Road,  Mowbray. 
Phone  69-8718. 

BELLVILLE    BRANCH 

Masonic   Hall.  Talent  Street. 
Parow. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 
Chapel.   Belgravia   Crescent. 
East  London. 

PORT   ELIZABETH    BRANCH 

40  Prospect  Road.  Walmer. 
Port   Elizabeth. 

KIMBERLEY    BRANCH 

Better'ole  Cafe,  Permanent  Street, 
Kimberley. 

NATAL 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

144  Silverton   Road.  Durban. 
Phone  4-9369. 

PIETERMARITZBURG   BRANCH 

Chapel.    321    Alexander    Road, 
Pietermaritzburg. 

ORANGE  FREE  STATE 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Chapel,  end  of  Voortrekker  Road. 
Phone    8-0702. 

WELKOM  BRANCH 

Cor.  Othello  Road  and  Peter 
Crescent.  St.  Helena. 

TRANSVAAL 

CARLETONVILLE   BRANCH 
26  Begonia  Street.  Carletonville. 

EAST  RAND   BRANCH 

115  Woburn  Avenue    Opp    Town 
Hall.  Benoni.  Phone  54-8651. 

KLERKSDORP  BRANCH 

S.A.R.   Recreation   Hall.  Delvers 


Street,  (adjoining  railway  station). 
Klerksdorp. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Ensign    Chapel 

62  Paul  Kruger  Drive, 

Monument  Township, 

Krugersdorp. 

Tel.:  664-4164. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Chapel.   110  Devenish  Street. 
Sunnyside.  Pretoria,  Phone  4-6932. 

PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

Masonic    Hall.    Meyer    Street, 
Germiston. 

RAMAH   1st  and  2nd  BRANCHES 

Ramah  Chapel.  1    Hunter  Street. 
Highlands.   Johannesburg. 
Phone  24-2525  or  24-3669. 

SPRINGS    BRANCH 

23    Eleventh    Street.    Springs. 
Phone  56-7191. 

VEREENIGING  BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall.  17  Joubert  Street, 
Vereeniging. 

SOUTHERN  RHODESIA 

BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

Chapel.    Matopos    Road. 
Bulawayo. 

SALISBURY    BRANCH 

27A    Enterprise    Road.    Highlands. 
Salisbury.    Southern    Rhodesia. 

GWELO    BRANCH 

6    Gordon    Crescent.    Athlone. 
Gwelo.     Southern     Rhodesia. 

ZAMBIA 

COPPERBELT  BRANCH 

Builder's  Warehouse, 
Coronation    Square.    Kitwe. 
Zambia. 
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the  convert 

(a  tribute  to  the  missionaries) 

My  door  was  open  but  my  heart  was  shut 
Tighter  than  Shylock's  fist  against  your  word; 
And  yet  ...  I   bade  you  welcome  to  my  house, 
I  could  not  judge  a  man  untried,  unheard! 

You   spoke   of  God;    you   bowed   your   head   in   prayer 
And   told  of  Saints  in  these,  the  latter  days; 
Skeptic  at  first,  1  listened  silently, 
Loath  to  discard  the  old  familiar  ways. 

"What  are  your  teachings?     Whom  do  you  worship  then?" 
"Why  should  I  take  your  word  these  things  are  true?" 
I  questioned  them  .  .  .  before  my  wondering  eyes, 
The  Book  of  Mormon  opened  pathways  new! 

Peace  which  I  ne"er  possessed  has  laved  my  soul; 
Oh.  there  is  much  to  teach  and  more  to  learn. 
If  I  would  number  with  God's  very  own. 
If  I  would  tread  his  path  without  return! 

Thou  art  God's  chosen  teachers,  this  I  know; 

And  ere  you  journey  to  your  homes  again. 

Grant  me  these  words  to  speed  you  on  your  way. 

"You  did  not  knock  upon  my  door  in  vain!" 

by  Evelyn  Elizabeth  Vesterfelt 

Reprinted  from  THE  IMPROVEMENT  ERA 

November.    1960.    Used    by    permission. 
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